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The Pastor’s Page

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 19, 2017

Presidents’ Day Prayer
O God, graciously receive the prayers we pour out to you for our nation, that through
the wisdom of tis leaders and the integrity of its citizens, harmony and justice may be
assured and lasting prosperity come with peace. Through our Lord, Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.
(Roman Missal, Votive Mass for Civil Needs, p. 1131)

Presidential Quotes
It is impossible to rightly govern a nation without God and the Bible. –George Washington
I believe with all my heart that standing up for America means standing up for the God who has so blessed
our land. We need God’s help to guide our nation through stormy seas. But we can’t expect Him to protect
America in a crisis if we just leave Him on the shelf in our day-to-day living. –Ronald Reagan
Sir, my concern is not whether God is on my side; my greater concern is to be on God’s side, for God is
always right. –Abraham Lincoln
There is no greater peace than that which comes from prayer and no greater fellowship than to join in prayer
with others. –George H.W. Bush
There is no security, no safety, in the appeasement of evil. –Ronald Reagan
In our home there was always prayer –aloud, proud and unapologetic. –Lyndon B. Johnston
I have been many times upon my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My
own wisdom and that of all about me seemed insufficient for the day. –Abraham Lincoln
What are the things that you can’t see that are important? I would say justice, truth, humility, service,
compassion, love. You can’t see any of those, but they’re the guiding lights of a life. –Jimmy Carter
If we ever forget we are one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone under. –Ronald Reagan
I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man. All the good of the Savior of the world is
communicated to us through the Book. –Abraham Lincoln
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Living Our Faith

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING
MASS READINGS & INTENTIONS
MONDAY, February 20
Sir 1:1-10/Mk 9:14-29
9:00 AM Whalen, Fahey & Domeico Families
TUESDAY, February 21
Sir 2:1-11/Mk 9:30-37
7:00 AM Virginia DeSerio
12:00 PM Anne, Ed and Hugh Coile
WEDNESDAY, February 22
1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19
7:00 AM Rose Calise
12:00 PM Marjorie Remza - 9th Anniversary
THURSDAY, February 23
Sir 5:1-8/Mk 9:41-50
7:00 AM Boland, Joseph & Florence
12:00 PM Frank Rowella, Sr.
FRIDAY, February 24
Sir 6:5-17/Mk 10:1-12
7:00 AM Andrew Nirrengarten
12:00 PM Irene C. Mackin
SATURDAY, February 25
Sir 17:1-15/Mk 10:13-16
8:00 AM Jack Maguire
4:30 PM Judy Thompson
SUNDAY, February 26
Is 49:14-15/1 Cor 4:1-5/Mt 6:24-34
Church
7:30 AM James Whitton
9:15 AM Joseph Fenton
11:15 AM Ann Friedmann
Hall
10:30 AM Parishioners of the Parish
12:00 PM Dan McCarthy
5:00 PM Dec. Members of the Rosin Family

Volunteers Needed- Dorothy Day
Dorothy Day House of Hospitality needs volunteers to
make mixed salads the third Sunday of each
month. Students that need service hours are welcome.
For
more
information,
please
email
mbreilly28@gmail.com.
Our next Pre-Baptism Class (required for
parents who have not had a class within five
years and wish to have their child baptized)
will be held Wed., March 8th from 7:308:30pm in the Barn. Call our Parish Office to
register.

Homily Survey: Your feedback is valued &
appreciated! Go to www.smcr.org for our survey link.

WEEKLY
February 12, 2017
February 14, 2016

$18,109
$22,515

YEAR-TO-DATE
$153,720
$163,090

Immaculate High School
2017
$1,915
2016
$3,121
Next week’s 2nd collection is for Diocesan Hospitality Hse

Prayers for the Sick
Please remember our sick in your
prayers,
especially
Theresa
Avento,
Mary Jo Calamai, Patti Capilli, Bill Casey,
Jeanne Mastandrea, Tom McCarthy, and
Pat Ruhl. For the sake of privacy, only
immediate family members may add someone to our
prayer list. Individuals will be removed monthly unless
we are otherwise notified.
ATTENTION SENIORS—Free Transportation!
The Town/Sphere Bus is offering free
transportation to the elderly and disabled
every Wednesday. A bus with a wheelchair
lift will make morning and afternoon loops
through town stopping at stores, the library and other
places as requested by riders. Passengers will be picked
up and dropped off at various locations, including Ballard
Green and Congregate Housing. Call the Town Hall front
desk, (203) 431, 2700, for schedule details.

Candle Intentions
Remember a friend or loved one with a candle
lit in their name. Candle Intention options:
Adoration Chapel Tabernacle Candle - $40 donation, for one week
Church Sanctuary Candle - $40 donation, for one week
Church Altar Candles - $20 donation each, for one week
Hall Sanctuary Candle - $20 donation, burns at Sunday Mass

All intentions will be noted in our Bulletin during the week
requested and each Candle Intention purchased includes a
card with envelope. Please purchase at our Parish Office.

PLEASE NOTE: On President’s Day,
Monday, February 20th, there will be only
one Mass at 9am in the Church. Our Parish Offices
and St. Mary School will be closed. There will be no
Religious Ed classes that day.
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Learning Our Faith

GIFTS FOR ALL: Liturgy of the Word for Children
with Special Needs is next scheduled for February 26th
at our 10:30am Mass in our Parish Hall. All school age
children with special needs are invited to join us for a
wonderful sharing of God’s love and Word.
Reconciliation: Our Grade 2 children have begun prep
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Reception of the
Sacrament will be on March 7th, 8th or 9th. Please call
our Rel Ed Office, 203-438-7335 for more info.
Women’s Empowerment Drive: Drop off toiletries,
makeup and new or gently used handbags at the
RE office before 2/21.

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE
I’ve noticed that everyone who
is for abortion has already been
born.
–Ronald
Reagan
www.smcr.org/respect-life

American Catholics had made their
presence known in the White House long
before John F. Kennedy moved in. In fact,
it was a Catholic architect, James Hoban,
a 29-year-old Irish Catholic immigrant, who designed
and built the place. Years later, after British forces
burned the White House in 1814, Congress asked
Hoban to supervise the mansion's restoration.
AARP FOUNDATION – FREE TAX PREP
Free tax prep help to low and moderate income
taxpayers, especially those over 60. Call 203-438-4288
for more info. No fee or sales pitch. AARP membership
not required.

DEFENDING OUR
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
Pope Francis has said: “Religion
[cannot] be relegated to the inner sanctum of
personal life, without influence on societal and
national life (Evangelii Gaudium, 183). As our
leaders work to alter the health care mandate, may
they keep the common good of all Americans in the
forefront of their minds.

The Bishop’s Scholarship Fund
Tuition assistance to students in the Diocese of
Bridgeport is offered through the Bishop’s Scholarship
Fund. Thanks to the generosity of donors who believe in
the mission of our Catholic schools, over $2 million in
scholarship assistance was awarded to families at the
Diocesan elementary schools in Fairfield County in the
past year. The deadline for submitting an application is
April 1, 2017. Completed applications received after this
date will still be considered but will not be given priority
for the 2017-2018 school year. Award notification begins
on April 15, 2017. To complete an application, and for
full details on the Bishop’s Scholarship Fund, please visit
http://bit.ly/2kouJZ8
Saint Mary School is currently enrolling students in select
grades of Preschool through Grade 8 for the 2016-2017 school
year, as well as accepting applications for the 2017-2018
school year. For more information, or to set up a tour, please
contact Anna O’Rourke at (203) 438-7288, or visit
www.smsridgefield.org

FAITH FORMATION CORNER
Thomas Jefferson
A Prayer for the Nation
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our
heritage; We humbly beseech Thee that we may always
prove ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor and glad
to do Thy will. Bless our land with honorable ministry,
sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and
arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties,
and fashion into one united people, the multitude
brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endow
with Thy spirit of wisdom those whom in Thy name we
entrust the authority of government, that there may be
justice and peace at home, and that through obedience
to Thy law, we may show forth Thy praise among the
nations of the earth. In time of prosperity fill our hearts
with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not
our trust in Thee to fail; all of which we ask through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
--Washington D.C., March 4, 1801
--beliefnet.com.com

It wasn't until 1979 that the pope finally
came to the White House. President
Jimmy Carter and first lady Rosalyn
Carter were the first to welcome Pope
John Paul II into the Executive Mansion.

Sharing Our Faith

CATHOLIC ACTION
ONGOING

St. Peter’s Run
This is a wonderful group activity! Please
join our Catholic Action Team prepare and
deliver lunches to the children of our Sister
Parish,
St.
Peter's,
Bridgeport
on
Saturdays. As there are no soup kitchens
open in Bridgeport on the weekends, food support is
greatly needed for the families of our Sister parish,
especially during the winter months. We ask that you
consider providing a bag lunch meal to about 200
children of St. Peter’s who are enrolled in their Religious
Ed program. Reimbursement for the cost is available.
Thank you for considering serving Christ through the
poor. Go to www.smcr.org for more info or to sign up.

DONATE: Food Pantries
During the month of February, collected food goes to the St.
Joseph Parenting Center, whose mission is to strengthen
families that are at risk of child abuse and neglect by providing
free parenting education and support. Collection bins are in the
Church and Hall.

Important Notice - Cemetery Clean-up
February 1st through March 1st, weather-permitting, is
traditionally used by the Cemetery to clean up the grounds for
the coming spring. All fall and winter decorations will be
removed during this period. If at all possible, please refrain
from placing any new decorations during this clean up period.

MARQUETTE COUNCIL OF THE
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Don’t you want to be the best role model for
your child? The easiest way is to share the faith with
your children by spending time with them and “walking
the talk.” Connect the words to action! Join the Knights
of Columbus for the opportunity to serve our church and
community together WITH your children. We are looking
for Dads and their kids to help us throughout the year.
Contact John McNicholas at jmpmcnich@yahoo.com or
visit www.kofc245.org for more info.

SAVE THE DATE!
Special Needs Seminars: Wednesday, March 29th,
7-8:30pm, Knights of Columbus Hall, Greenwich &
Thursday, March 30th, 7-8:30pm, St. Pius Community
Room, Fairfield. More details coming soon!

PILGRIM VIRGIN
To honor the Mother of Jesus, consider inviting
the Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima to your
home to pray the Rosary daily, a wonderful Marian
devotion. The message from heaven for us is more
urgent than ever to pray for world peace and the
conversion of sinners. To invite the Pilgrim Virgin to your
home contact Elma Stoveken at 203-894-1341.
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
O = permanent or substitute adorer urgently needed.
X = 1 additional adorer needed.
Empty boxes = there are 2 or more adorers.
Su
Mo Tu
We
Th
Fr
Sa
12M-1am
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
1am-2am
X
O
O
X
O
X
X
2am-3am
O
X
X
X
X
X
X
3am-4am
O
X
X
X
X
O
X
4am-5am
O
X
X
X
X
X
X
5am-6am
X
X
X
X
6am-7am
X
X
X
X
X
7am-8am
X
X
X
X
X
X
8am-9am
X
O
X
X
O
X
9am-10am
X
X
X
X
X
X
10am-11am
X
X
X
X
11am-12N
X
X
12N-1pm
X
X
X
X
1pm-2pm
O
O
X
O
X
X
X
2pm-3pm
X
X
X
X
X
X
3pm-4pm
X
X
X
X
X
X
4pm-5pm
X
X
X
X
X
5pm-6pm
X
X
X
X
X
6pm-7pm
X
X
X
X
X
7pm-8pm
X
X
8pm-9pm
X
X
9pm-10pm
X
X
X
X
X
10pm-11pm
X
X
O
X
X
11pm-12M
X
X
X
X
X

As we celebrate Ash Wednesday and begin the Lenten
Season, let’s focus on the wonderful opportunity Lent gives us
to deepen our own relationship with the Lord by finding
opportunities during these 6 weeks to reach out in service to
those in need and by incorporating more time for private prayer
into our schedules. Sign up for a scheduled hour in our Parish
Adoration Chapel. To do so, please calling Bill/Monica @
914-533-2832.
God bless. Consider these hours for
coverage: SUN: 2-3am, 3-4am, 4-5am, 1-2pm; MON: 1-2am,
8-9am, 1-2pm; TUES: 1-2am; WED: 1-2pm: THURS: 1-2am,
10-11pm; FRI: 3-4am, 8-9am.

EVERY Thursday evening, 7-9pm, in our Adoration
Chapel, the Chaplet of Mercy, 7 Sorrows of Our
Blessed Mother and 15 decades of the Rosary are
sung and prayed. Please join us!

ST. MARY PARISH MEN’S MINISTRY
Here is a resolution which is sure to bring you joy. How
many of you men have made New Year's resolutions? How
many of you are (like me) still looking for meaningful
resolutions or have already broken your resolutions? Why
not make a resolution to join us once a week or once a
month or whenever you feel in need of a pick me up. Christ
“jump-started” his public life with His Baptism. Why not jumpstart your year with God by joining us for coffee, OJ, and
bagels, and learn strategies to meet life’s challenges

joyfully. Come get to know some other fathers,
grandfathers, sons and like-minded men of St. Mary
Parish. STMMM meets on Saturdays at 6:30am.

